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I rise in support of H.R. 3650, the Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control
Amendments Act of 2010. I am pleased to cosponsor this bill, which would help us address one
of the most underrecognized problems affecting our coastal communities, damaging aquatic
environments, and threatening human health. 

  

Harmful algal blooms can devastate commercial fisheries and tourism. Some blooming species
produce potent neurotoxins that can kill marine organisms and cause human illness--or even
death--when contaminated seafood is consumed. For this reason, blooms often necessitate
fisheries closures. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration estimates that HABs
cost the commercial fishing industry $38 million per year. In cases where the blooming
organisms do not produce toxins, they can deplete the water column of light and oxygen,
causing dead zones. These often drive off tourists at a cost of millions of dollars annually to our
coastal communities. All together, NOAA estimates that HABs cost the United States economy
$82 million per year. 

      

 

  

The bill before us today would establish and maintain a National Harmful Algal Bloom and
Hypoxia Program to develop a national strategy to address this national problem. This would
include a full analysis of our research, development, and demonstration needs and priorities
and the creation of coordinated education programs. This is just the kind of action we need to
take more often. We need to provide our federal science agencies the tools they need to gather
the scientific data necessary to help us develop an effective solution to this problem. I am
pleased to support this bill, and I urge my colleagues to do so as well. 
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